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The Waghers of Okhamandal seem to have been a peace-
ful fishing tribe about the eleventh century, but their
earlier history is lost in obscurity. The rulers of the place
were then two Rajput clans called Hcrol and Chowra, but
certain branches of the Rathor family of Marwar, having
been banished from that place, migrated to Okhamandal,
where they treacherously fell upon the Rajputs at a friendly
feast. The survivors of this massacre took refuge with
the Waghers. Later on a prince or noble of Cutch, having
come to Okhamandal, became enamoured of a Rajput
girl, who had for the reason just given been brought up
in a Wagher family, and by his union with her the various
tribes became united; but for the sake of distinction the
issue of their marriage and their descendants took the
title of Maneck, a brave but turbulent class which was
much in evidence in the subsequent disorders.

This early history is, however, only fragmentary.
Though many details are wanting, it accounts in a
general way for the organization and influence of the
Wagher tribes when they first came into contact with the
British power. By the early years of the nineteenth century
they seem to have become professional pirates, and some
time between 1801 and 1804 they seized a vessel, plundered
it, and flung the crew overboard, in much the same fashion
as the Chinese pirates of to-day are in the habit of doing
off the south-east coast of China. But they either had, or
rumour said they had, drowned two English passengers,
a man and woman, and the Bombay Government at once
sent armed vessels against them, to demand compensation.
They seem to have accomplished nothing and, the Govern-
ment having its hands full with other matters, the affair was
allowed to lie dormant*

In 1807, Colonel Walker and Vithal Rao Diwanji,